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Second International Workshop on Mutual Recognition

Agreements (MRAs) for Conformity Assessment of
EMC and Telecommunications Regulations

" Co-Hosted by NIST and the FCC

" Over 145 participants

Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Chinese
Taipel, Germany, ltaly, Israel, Japan, Korea, Singapore,
Switzerland, and the United States

"= Stakeholders

Regulatory Authorities, Designating Authorities, Other
Government Entities, Test Labs, Certification Bodies,
Accreditation Bodies, Regional Accreditation
Organizations, Manufacturers, Trade Associations,
Industry Consultants, and other interested parties
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Presentation Notes
Belinda, please introduce yourself to the audience.

Before we begin, there are a few housekeeping items to cover:

1) All refreshment breaks and lunches will be held in the Employee Lounge across the hall.

2) Location of bathrooms

3) VisNet (wireless Internet Service at NIST).  Passwords are on the back of workshop badges. (FYI - attendees requested accounts in advance on the registration form.)

4) Please thank the organizing committee:  Bill Hurst and George Tannahill, FCC.  Gerry Funk, Ramona Saar, and Mary Jo DiBernardo, NIST

Now, moving on … I want to welcome you to the National Institute of Standards and Technology for the Second International Workshop on MRAs for Conformity Assessment of EMC and Telecom Regulations.  

This workshop has been held on a number of occasions and in various formats since 1999.  It has expanded over time to include additional countries and topics as the MRAs progressed, regulations became more transparent, and technologies advanced.

We are proud to co-host this event along with the Federal Communications Commission.  Over the next three days over 145 participants from approximately 15 countries and economic areas, including Government and private-sector stakeholders, will hear 30 presentations.     
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USG MRAs at Various Stages of Implementation

US-EU and EEA EFTA Mutual Recognition Agreements
m Bi-lateral, multi-sector

Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC) Mutual
Recognition Arrangement

m Multi-lateral, single sector

Inter-American Telecommunication Commission
(CITEL) Mutual Recognition Agreement

m Multi-lateral, single sector

US-Japan Telecom Mutual Recognition Agreement
m Bi-lateral, single sector
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Presentation Notes
Note:  Other countries have agreements with different countries than the US (Ex: EU has agreements with Switzerland and Israel.  Canada also has an agreement with Switzerland.  ASEAN countries have agreements too.)

Background and Status of MRAs:

US-EU MRA
After long period of negotiations, was signed in 1998.  Two-year implementation period.  Is fully operational for EMC and Telecom Sectors.  Some other sectors making progress but perhaps not the same kind of progress that they MRA originally intended.  Agencies have cooperated with each other in various ways.  
US-EEA EFTA MRA
Signed in 2006.  Text essentially mirrors US-EU MRA.  Only includes sectors that are functional – EMC, Telecom, and Recreational Craft

APEC Tel MRA
Signed in 1999.  Includes 21 economies.  Phase I for acceptance of test reports.  Phase II for product approvals.  International Standards are required – 17025, Guide 65, 17011. Participation in a MRA is voluntary -- however, if a country agrees to participate in either Phase 1 and/or Phase 2 certain rights and obligations in accordance with the terms of the MRA apply.
 �CITEL MRA (aka Inter-American Telecommunication Commission MRA)
Signed in 1999 through the Organization of American States.  Includes 34 member states.  Permanent Consultative Committee I of the OAS Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) works on implementation issues.  Text is almost identical to APEC Tel MRA.  Allows for homologation, which is defined as permission for a product, process, or service to be marketed or used for stated purposes or under stated conditions – involves a fee.

US-Japan Exchange of letters between USTR and MOFA for EMC
Exchange of letters - February 26, 2007 
FCC will accept test results for unintentional radiators and ISM equipment:
From FCC recognized accredited testing labs located in Japan 
Recognition based on designation of Japanese testing labs accredited to ISO/IEC 17025 and relevant FCC requirements
Accreditation may be performed by VLAC and other accreditation bodies (A2LA and NVLAP) 
VCCI will accept test reports from testing labs located in the U.S. 
Based on accreditation by NVLAP or A2LA
Accreditation to ISO/IEC 17025 and relevant VCCI requirements
Testing lab is either a regular or supporting member of VCCI

US-Japan MRA
Scope: Telecommunications terminal equipment and radio equipment
Limited to radio and telecommunications equipment subject to certification
United States – FCC Rules (47 CFR)
Japan – Telecom Business Law, Radio Law, related ordinances
Regardless of location of the supplier or country of origin of the equipment
Entry into force - Signed on February 16, 2007 in Washington, D.C. by U.S. and Japanese officials.  Japan’s Parliament (Diet) approved the MRA in June 2007.  Agreement entered into force January 1, 2008.  Talks to proceed with implementation efforts began in 2008.  Arrangement on Electro-Magnetic Compatibility (EMC): through exchange of letters (outlined above) must be implemented before MRA enters into force; to date, these efforts have been successful. Training/Workshops in October 2008 (TCB Council, Baltimore) and March 2009 (Tokyo, Japan).  Full implementation pending.




Status of U.S. Agreements

OPERATIONAL: PENDING PROGRESS
EU and EEA EFTA APEC Phase |
= 27 EU Member States plus " China
Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein
APEC Phase | APEC Phase 11
= Canada, Singapore, Australia, " Korea
Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, Korea,
Vietham
APEC Phase 11 Japan
" Canada, Singapore, Hong Kong | ™ MRA for Certification
Japan (A2LA, NVLAP, VCCI) CITEL
" Exchange of Letters for = Brazil, Mexico
Acceptance of Test Reports
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Goals of the MRAS

" Facilitate trade by promoting acceptance of the
results of each party's conformity assessment
procedures

" Reduce the time it takes a product to be placed on
the market

" Reduce the costs associated with placing a product
on the market

" |Increase transparency of technical regulations,
laws, policies, and procedures
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NIST Role as a Designating Authority

" NIST receives and processes applications from U.S.
CABs seeking recognition from other countries and
economies under the MRAs

" NIST’s role is to:
" Verify Competence
" Nominate and Designate
" |ist
" Monitor Performance
" Suspend
" Withdraw
" Reinstate
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U.S.-Designated CABs

Europe

APEC TEL Phase 1

APEC TEL Phase 11

EMC Sector
39

Australia
18

Canada
31

Chinese Taipei
90 (BSMI) 11 (NCOC)

Canada
14

Telecom Sector
26

Hong Kong
2

Korea
58

Singapore
30

Singapore
5

Numbers accurate as of April 2009. In some instances, numbers include multiple designated facilities per organization.
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Recent U.S. CAB Survey Shows Positive Results

m Preliminary Survey Results —
In 2008, U.S. CABs under the APEC Tel MRA issued
m 2,800 Test Reports
m 1,725 Certifications

m Feedback from CABs on the benefits of the MRAS:

m CABs noted that clients enjoy the convenience of
working with labs that can provide a broader scope of
services and access to multiple economies — a “one-
stop” regulatory service to clients

m CABs experience significant time and cost savings
with elimination of in-country testing requirements and
regulatory authority acceptance of U.S. CAB test
reports

m Clients prefer the convenience of using a local
laboratory
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Presentation Notes
Survey conducted in early 2009.  

Numbers are based on a 50% response rate.
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Overview of Agenda — Tuesday, May 5

®Introduction to NIST

"Wireless Communications for Emergency Services
"Importance of International Cooperation

"The Future of Telecom Regulations in the US

"The Future of Conformity Assessment in a Globalized Economy
"Market Survelllance in Canada

"Update on Conformity Assessment in the EU

"EU CAB Experience under the EU-Japan MRA
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Overview of Agenda — Wednesday, May 6

"Telecom MRAs: Contributions to Trade & the Global Economy
"Introduction to the APEC Tel MRA

"Country/Economy Specific Presentations:
= Australia

"China
"Chinese-Taipel
"Korea

= Japan (2)
=Singapore
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Overview of Agenda — Thursday, May 7

"Update on International & Regional Accreditation Cooperations
"|SO/IEC Guide 65 Revisions

"CISPR Update

"ANSI's StandardsPortal and US-India Standards Cooperation
"Introduction to the CITEL MRA

"Country Specific Presentations:
"Brazil

BCanada

"FECC Presentations




WORKSHOP SPONSORS
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

/\PCTEST: ﬁRnTHIWECST RSIEMIC
Complete Wireless Lab" Acm% gn(/)l:)ca.lc%ket

DLSA | .

ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS, INC. >A<I N E E N I L' M

TESTING

Bay Area Compliance W Lab Caorp.

www.dlsemc.com

@ RETLIF ®
r TESTING
LABORATORIES
Put us to the test™

Elite

ANSI

American National Standards Institute
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Please thank the many generous sponsors.  Several are repeat sponsors from prior workshops.  

Special thanks to Bay Area Compliance Laboratories (BACL) for sponsoring the bus service to/from the hotel on all 3 days.

Morning Refreshment Break Sponsors:  
1) Siemic Testing and Certification Services
2) The ACIL Conformity Assessment Section Member Companies:  DLS Electronics, Elite, NTS, Retlif and Washington Labs
3) American National Standards Institute

Lunch Sponsors:
Compliance Certification Services and Northwest EMC
American TCB and Washington Laboratories
TCB Council

Afternoon Refreshment Break Sponsors:
Ingenium Testing
PCTEST
MET Labs
    

It is my pleasure to introduce Dr. Patrick Gallagher ….
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