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Comm. Devices
Comm. Services
Postal Service

KBC

MIC

MOCIE

KCC

MKE

Broadcasting Services
B. Devices

Other Industry
Other Devices



4
Radio
Research
Agency

KCC

Commissioner 

Planning and Coordination
Office

Communications Convergence
Policy Office

Broadcasting Policy
Bureau

Telecommunications Policy
Bureau

Consumer and Network
Bureau

External

Radio Research Agency

Central Radio 
Management Office

Headquarters



5
Radio
Research
Agency

Radio Research Agency

Spectrum
Resources

Division

General
Division

Technical
Standards
Division

Spectrum
Environ.
Division

Accreditation 
of Test Labs  
Sub-division

Market 
Surveillance & 

Test
Sub-division

Certification 
Issuance

Sub-division

President

Icheon
Branch

(Seoul)    (Icheon)

Certification
Division



6
Radio
Research
Agency

IT Trade

Radio Research Laboratory

2005 2006 2007 2008

$59b
(35%)

From 
Korea
7.1%

To Korea
7.9%

$65b
(35%)

$70b
(35%)

$74b
(36%)

$167b
(100%)

$184b
(100%)

$200b
(100%)

$205b
(100%)

2004

$54b
(35%)

$100b
(65%)

$154b
(100%)

$108b
(65%)

$119b
(65%)

$130b
(65%)

$131b
(64%)
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IT Trade Partners

Radio Research Laboratory

2005 2006 2007 2008

15%

13%

30%

15%

27%

14%

13%

32%

13%

29%

14%

36%

12%

28%

11%

14%

12%

12%

28%

EU

Japan

China

US

Others

34%

2nd 3rd
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Devices to get Certified

Wireless
Devices

Interference causing 
Devices

Wired Devices
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Type Official Approval
Cert. for INMARSAT devices …

Type Approval
Cert. for Wired devices …

EMC Registration
Cert. for Interference-causing devices …

Type Registration
Cert. for Wireless devices …

3rd Party Certification only!
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Players in the Game

Certification Testing

Rule
Making KCC KCC

Accreditation
Body None RRA

Done by RRA Private Labs
(RRA*)

* 0.3% (38 cases out of total 11,194 cert. in ‘08)
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Certification Mark

(Nov. 2008)

Both in Use

방송통신위원회
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Marking

방송통신위원회

COLOR or B&W 
Very Visible Place on a divice

XXX-YYYYYYYYYYYYYY

7mm (~0.3 inch),
no “방송통신위원회”

Too small, 
Marking only on package!
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Number of Certification

EMC Type
Registration

Type 
Approval

Type
Official 

Approval
Multi Total

‘04 5,556 1,488 517 35 478 8,074

‘05 6,470 1,642 322 17 439 8,890

‘06 6,818 2,012 586 18 636 10,070

‘07 7,757 1,969 376 28 949 11,079

‘08 7,679 2,121 273 38 1,083 11,194

’09E 7,600 2,250 200 30 1,200 11,280

% 8.4 9.3 -14.8 2.1 22.7 8.5

% : Average Yearly Growth Rate (’04~’08)
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Certification Fee

With $1 = 1,300won

Fee

EMC Registration 75K won ($57)

Type Registration 93K won ($72)

Type Approval 145K won ($116)

Type Official 
Approval 165K won ($127)

75K ~ 165K won ($57 ~ $127)
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Whether certified?

Market Surveillance

Whether marked?

Whether changes reported? 
(affecting on electrical characteristics)

Whether tech. standards satisfied?
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Get certified by deceptive ways
- Cancellation of the certification, withdrawing

Penalties (1/2)

Uncertified (criminal charge)
- Fabrication, sales, import : up to 3 yrs in prison or 30M 
Korean won fine
- Promotion : up to 1yr in prison or 10M fine

Not compatible with technical standards
- Ban to produce/import, withdraw from market
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Penalties (2/2)

No marking or false marking
- Wireless : (1st) Correctional order (2nd) Cancellation and 
Withdraw, up to 3M K. won
- Wired : Cancellation and Banning producing, up to 10M K. 
won

Violating the order to withdraw etc.
- up to 1yrs in prison 10M won fine
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Non-certified

Criminal penalties in 2008

2005 2006 2007 2008

326 514 492 448

~300K
(~$230)

~500K
($385)

~1M
($770)

~2M
($1,540)

2M~
($1,540~)

41 87 93 46 38

Non-certified cases
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2005 2006 2007 2008

on the Certified

8,074
8,890

10,070
11,079

11,194

2004

638
7.9%

690
7.8%

724
7.2%

884
8.0%

970
8.7%
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2005 2006 2007 2008

Wireless
devices

on the Certified

638
690 724

884
970

2004

90
14.3% 80

11.6%

111
15.3%

164
18.6% 96

9.9%

Information

Wired 
devices
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476 manufacturers, suppliers visited
- Wireless devices : 38

- Wired devices : 60

- Information : 268

Year 2008

344 testing performed
- 96 cases, non-compatible with technical standards

150 on-spot inspection
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MRA

‘97, Labs : Korea 4, Canada 10

‘08

‘05, Labs : Korea 27, US 61

‘06

Benefits of
3.3 weeks &

$2,650
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Radio Wave Act

under revision
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3rd Party Certification
(Conformity Certification)

Declaration of Conformity (DoC)
(Conformity Registration)

Interim Approval

New Scheme
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Interim Approval
Technical requirements yet to be 

developed
No harm to network
No interference, no damage to  other 

existing spectrum user’s
No harm to security…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Documents for Interim Approval

Interim Approval
- User’s manual
- Technical description
- Test reports (if available)
- External & internal photos
- Parts list …

To be reviewed at the Committee
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Introduction of DoC

2009 2011 2012

IT Equip. DoC
(EMC Reg.) DoC DoC*

Wired 
Equip.

Cert.
(Type Approval) DoC DoC

Wireless 
Equip.

Cert.
(Type Registration) Cert. DoC

Cert.
(Type Official 

Approval)
Cert. Cert.

* Reports from self-test or non-designated lab
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Marking

Device
Device

&
Package

* Very Visible Place as it has been

Mark Before Market or Before Border
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More technical requirements for consumer 
safety and health

Tech. Requirements

Current Future

Electrical 
Safety

Wired
equipments

and
Wireless equipments,

IT equipments

SAR Mobile phones and other portable wireless 
equipments

EMC IT equipments and wireless equipments
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Changes in Market Surveillance

More Flexibility on the penalties to violation

- SAR violation : (1) ~10% correction, (2) ~20% fine and 
correction, (3) 25%~ fine & no sales

Market surveillance at the customs
- whether certified & marked

- high risk, 40 items among 286 items



33
Radio
Research
Agency

Radio Research Laboratory

Consumer Education
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Education
- Giving seminar in the other’s turf
- Legal scheme, tech. regulations …

Korea-US MRA II

Market surveillance
- To be continued as MS has been carried out
- 5% Rule honored
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Thank you!
ahnky@kcc.go.kr
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