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Overview of the U.S. National Standards
Development System

= The ANSI Federation & Mission

m ANSI’s Role

m The US Standardization System

m ANSI’s Relationship with the US Government
= The National Standards Strategy

= Conclusions
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WHAT IS ANSI?

m The private sector organization that coordinates
standards in the U.S.

= Membership organization

m Open to all stakeholders

m Includes government members
= Not-for-profit
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What ANSI
IS NOT ...

m A government or
regulatory body

m A standards developer
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The ( ANSI Federation

Academia
Government
Manufacturing

Trade Associations
Professional Societies
Service Organizations
Standards Developers

Private Sector

& Public Sector
Working [Together
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ANSI Membership

= Organizations

¢ trade associations, professional societies
m Companies

¢ U.S., foreign, multi-national
m Government

¢ DoD, GSA, EPA, NASA, NIST, USDA, etc.

¢ State, local agencies
m Consumers
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American National Standards Institute
Background

= Founded in 1918 by five professional / technical
societies and three federal government agencies

m From the beginning, a private-public sector partnership

m Today, close to 1,000 members comprise the ANSI
Federation
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Founding Members

= American Society for Testing Materials
(now ASTM International)

m American Institute of Electrical
Engineers (now IEEE)

m American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (now ASME International)

m American Society of Civil Engineers (now ASCE)

m American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers (now
AIMME)

m U.S. Departments of War, Navy and Commerce
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ANSI

American National Standards Institute

Mission

To enhance the global competitiveness of U.S.
business and the American quality of life by
promoting and facilitating voluntary consensus
standards and conformity assessment systems and
ensuring their integrity.
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ANSI'S ROLES

m Domestically
¢ Accredit Standards Developing Organizations
¢ Accredit certification bodies (product and personnel)

¢ Provide access to ISO/IEC and regional standards
organizations

¢ Provide a Policy Forum
= Internationally

¢ Represent the U.S. In ISO, IEC and regional
standards organizations

¢ Promote U.S. Interests
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Representation in International & Regional
Standardization Organizations for the U.S. by ANSI

= International — official US representative to:
¢ International Organization for Standardization (1SO)

¢ International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) via the United
States National Committee (USNC)

m Regional - official US representative to:
¢ Pan American Standards Commission (COPANT)
# Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)
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Some statistics -

In the U.S. there are -

= Numerous standards developing organizations, with the 10
largest SDOs producing 90% of the standards

m At least 150 consortia

m Countless hundreds of committees addressing the technical
requirements of standards

The good news - the U.S. sectoral approach brings a high
degree of order to the system.. . .

... As does ANSI.
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Examples of Building Standards

m ANSI/ASCE 7-95 - Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and Other
Structures

¢ This standard provides minimum load requirements for the design of buildings and
other structures that are subject to building code requirements. Loads and
appropriate load combinations, which have been developed to be used together, are
set forth for strength design and allowable stress design. For design strengths and
allowable stress limits, design specifications for conventional structural materials
used in buildings and modifications contained in this standard shall be used.

¢ Last approved as an American National Standard: June 1996

= ANSI/ICC A117.1-1998 - Accessible and Usable Buildings and
Facilities (revision & re-designation of ANSI/CABO A117.1-1992)

¢ Contains specifications to make buildings and facilities accessible to and usable by
persons with disabilities.

¢ Last approved as an American National Standard: February 1998
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The U.S. Standardization Systemis.. . .

= Open and transparent
= Needs driven
m Based on bottom-up approach
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Cardinal Principles of the
Consensus Process

[Due Process

/ \

Balance

Openness
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What are the Roles of ANSI and NIST?

m ANSI m NIST
¢ Not-for-profit private sector & Government agency (part of
organization with government Department of Commerce)
members ¢ Coordinator of federal
# Coordinator of private sector agencies’ policies - chairs the
¢ Accreditor of standards ICSP
developing organizations ¢ Responsible for weights &
¢ Approves standards as measures (metrology)
American National Standards ¢ Nat’l Center for Standards &
¢ U.S. member body of ISO and, Certification Information
via the USNC, the IEC ¢ Dues-paying member of ANSI
¢ Represents U.S. interests In ¢ Holds some 1SO secretariats

non-treaty organizations
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National Standards Strategy

- Two-year collaborative effort
- Input from diverse U.S. interests

- Approved on August 31, 2000 (available on
http://www.ansi.org/public/nss.ntml)
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National Standards Strategy

m Reaffirms the basic strengths of the U.S. standards
system

¢ Decentralized

¢ Sectoral

¢ Market driven

¢ Inclusive of all interests

“The strength of standardization in the United States is a
sectoral focus supported by a dynamic infrastructure.”
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For Access to Standards Information:
WWW.NSSN.OrQ

m More than 600,000 references to standards from 580+
developers worldwide

¢ Approved voluntary standards

¢ Approved international standards

¢ Approved U.S. Government standards
¢ Approved American National Standards

¢ Voluntary industry standards under development
¢ International standards under development
¢ U.S. Government standards under development
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http://www.nssn.org/

summary -

While appearing to be complex, the U.S. standards development system is
grounded in a well-defined set of fundamental characteristics:

= Marketplace driven, private sector led and funded
m  Close partnership with and participation by government

m  Grounded in fundamentally important basic principles of openness,
due process, consensus, and balance

m  Strong sector focus addressing the needs of each industry segment

= Strong central focal point, ANSI, as U.S. “umbrella” organization
and international “gateway” pooling the interests of companies,
SDQOs, and government agencies.
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For more information:

American National Standards Institute

Headquarters New York Office
1819 L Street, NW 25 West 43nd Street
Sixth Floor 4th Floor

Washington, DC 20036 New York, NY 10036
Tel: 202.293.8020 Tel: 212.642.4900
Fax: 202.293.9287 Fax: 212.398.0023

web.ansi.org | webstore.ansi.org | www.nssn.org
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