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ICC - Basic Background

 International Code Council (ICC)

 Year established: 1994 (BOCA 1915, ICBO 

1922, and SBCCI 1941)

 Number of staff: Approximately 300

 Purpose of organization: To promulgate a 

comprehensive and compatible regulatory system for 

the built environment, through consistent performance-

based regulations that are effective, efficient and meet 

government, industry and public needs.



Scope of Work

 Market sectors addressed by codes & standards

– Construction industry related to the construction of 

new buildings and housing and existing structures.

– Materials, seismic, fire, plumbing, mechanical, energy 

conservation, fuel gas, property maint. and sewage.

– Zoning, urban/wildland interface, and performance.

– Safety (occup & fire-fighter), property protect., quality,

 Qty. of documents developed: 12 codes & 7 standards

 Qty. of standards referenced: 1,300



Development of the
ICC International Codes

 Two Public Hearings every 18 months

 Any interested party can submit and debate the 

modifications, why…?

 Because it is the Collective know-how that 

improves public safety.

 Codes and stds. are driven by public safety.

 Allows new technology as long as it is in the 

interest of public safety.



The 1st Round...
Consideration of Original Proposals - Exchange of 
information...

 Voting done by the Committees and by the 

Assembly,

Committee participants:
• Building Officials,

• Fire Marshals,

• Universities and Professors,

• Laboratories,

• Engineers, Architects and   

Technicians, and

• Reps from Public & Private sectors.

Committee makeup:
• Representation from 

Multiple Interests

• A minimum of 1/3 of 

the committees shall 

be regulators.



The 2nd Round...
Ratifying Process - Exchange of information...

 The codes are ratified and challenges are considered,

 The entire assembly votes, however...

 Only the public sector of the assembly votes:

– Building Officials, Fire Marshals and various public 

officials charged with code enforcement.

 Why the Public Sector only?

– Because they have the police power to perform 

code enforcement, and

– To avoid other interests

– This system achieves Governmental Consensus



Membership Composition

– Participation of nations: Approx. 20 nations participate 

in the conferences.

– Approximately 40,000 members

– International members: Approximately 2,000

– International offices: One in Argentina.

– 15 Categories of membership (private & public sectors).

– All members of the Board of Directors (BofD) are 

governmental representatives.

– BofD are elected by the General Membership in an 

open forum at the Annual Conference.



Means of Encouraging International 
Participation

 How is international participation encouraged?

– Through networking, by organizing conferences in 

different countries, mailers, internet,…

– Essentially, by promoting communications.

 Tools available:

– Staff that speak multiple languages.

– Materials in other languages: Spanish, Arabic, 

Korean, Mandarin, and others



Revenue Sources

 Annual sources of revenue and percentages:

– Publications/Products: $31 M 56%

– Membership: $4.5 M 8%

– Training: $3.5 M 6%

– Product Evaluation: $8 M 15%

– Professional Certification: $4.5 M 8%

– Plan Review $1.5 M 3%

– Others: $2 M 4%

– TOTAL $55 Million 100%



Publications

 Types of publications:

– 12 Codes and 7 standards

– 40 support documents

– Two Bimonthly magazines

– Videos

– Products catalog

– All kinds of public safety announcements

– Hard copy and in electronic format.



Related Programs

 TRAINING PROGRAMS: More than 1,000 

seminars p/year, more than 70 topics & 

between. 60,000-70,000 professionals/year. 

Delivery classroom setting or internet.

 PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION: To date, 

200,000 professionals have applied. More than 

50,000 professionals certified. 18,000 

applicants per year, and 43 categories.



Related Programs (continues)

 LABORATORY ACCREDITATION: More than 

100 accredited to date including IMCYC.

 PRODUCT EVALUATION: More than 1,100 to 

date on construction products.

 CODE INTERPRETATION: To provide support 

to the construction industry.

 SUPPORT TO JURISDICTIONS: For 

consistent application.



General Contact Information

 Headquarters

– Address: 5360 workman Mill Rd., 

Whittier, California 90601

– Phone: 562-699-0541, extension 3298

– Fax: 562-699-4522

– Contact: Sergio M. Barrueto, P.E.     

Manager of International Services

– E-mail: barrueto@icbo.org

– Website: www.intlcode.org


