
Standards Coordination Office 

Roles and Responsibilities 
of the ICSP  



Today’s Discussion 

 

• Interagency Committee on Standards Policy  

 (ICSP) 

• Additional Resources: Standards.gov  
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Authority  
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OMB Circular A-119: 
 
“Federal Participation in the Development and Use of 
Voluntary Consensus Standards and in Conformity 
Assessment Activities”  
 
Section 13b – under “Responsibilities of the Secretary of 
Commerce” 
 



Who constitutes the ICSP? 

4 

• Standards Executives and their designated 
alternates – appointed by their agency 

• 29 actively participating agencies 

• Chaired by NIST – Mary Saunders, Director, 
SCO  

 
 



Agriculture  

Commerce  

Defense  

Education  

Energy  

Health and Human Services  

Homeland Security  

Housing and Urban Development  

 

Justice  

Labor  

State  

Interior  

Treasury  

Transportation  

Veterans Affairs  

 

5 

ICSP Members - Departments 
 



ICSP Members – Agencies 
 

Access Board 

Environmental Protection Agency  

General Services Administration  

Government Printing Office – non-voting (Legislative Branch)  

National Aeronautics and Space Administration  

National Archives and Records Administration  

Office of Management and Budget  

U.S. Trade Representative 
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ICSP Members – Independent Commissions 
 

Consumer Product Safety Commission  

Federal Communications Commission  

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  

Federal Trade Commission  

Nuclear Regulatory Commission  

U.S. International Trade Commission   
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What is the objective of the ICSP?  

Objective 
 
“The objective of the Committee shall be to promote effective and 
consistent standards and conformity assessment policies in furtherance 
of U.S. domestic and foreign goals and, to this end, to foster 
cooperative participation by the Federal Government and U.S. industry 
and other private organizations in standards activities, including the 
related activities of product testing, management system registration, 
certification, and accreditation programs.” 
 
From:  Charter of the ICSP 
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What are the functions or responsibilities of 
the ICSP? 

• Strengthen coordination  (within and between agencies) of 
standards and conformity assessment policies and activities. 

• Promote standards-related policies consistent with statutory 
obligations.   

• Improve the efficiency of Federal standardization efforts with the  
private sector, and regional and international organizations. 

• Monitor U.S. technical treaty obligations regarding standards related 
trade issues. 

• Promote the use of internationally acceptable standards. 
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What are the functions or responsibilities of 
the ICSP? (cont’d) 

• Ensure effective USG representation at significant regional and 
international standards-related meetings and conferences. 

• Encourage the development/ improvement of agency strategic plans 
for managing and monitoring use of voluntary standards and 
participation in standards-related activities; 

• Promote the use of standards that serve national goals such as 
environmentally sound and energy efficient materials, products, 
systems, services, and practices. 
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What kind of issues does the ICSP 
cover/address? 
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• Establishment of a Conformity Assessment Working 
Group (CAWG) 
 

• Monitor response to recent RFI’s including possible 
supplement to OMB A-119 

 
• ISO activities of concern such as ISO 26000 – Social 

Responsibility and ISO Guide 82 - Sustainability Guide 
for standards writers. 

 
• Incorporation by Reference topics  

• ACUS recommendations 
• Outstanding petition to the OFR 
• Current DOT pipeline safety legislation 
 



ICSP Meetings       

• 3 to 4 meetings per year 

• In DC area 

• Hold joint sessions with ANSI’s Government Member 
Forum. 
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What are the responsibilities of agency 
standards executives?  
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Section 15 OMB A-119 
 
• Represent their agency at the ICSP 
 
• Prepare annual agency NTTAA report for OMB and 

Congress through NIST. 
 

• Coordinate their agency's participation in voluntary 
consensus standards bodies.   

 
• Coordinate their agency’s standards policy and 

implementation. 
 



Standards Executives ensure…  
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• Agency support and participation complies with 
applicable laws and regulations. 

 
• Agency positions are in the public interest and do not 

conflict with each other. 
  
• Agency positions are consistent with Administration 

policy. 
 
• Agency technical and policy positions are clearly defined 

and known in advance to all Federal participants on a 
given committee. 

 
• A single, unified Federal position and, where not feasible, 

a mutual recognition of differences.  
 
 



Standards Executives ensure… 
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• Standards participation procedures are in place. 
 
• Participation is consistent with agency missions, 

authorities, priorities, and budget resources.  
 
• Standards used by agencies are regularly reviewed for 

purposes of updating. 



Where can I find out who is my Standards 
Executive?  
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Standards.gov Resources 
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• News 

• Links  

• to ICSP members and documents 

• to Annual Reports and Reporting Tool 

• Standards Incorporated by Reference Database 

• Information: policy memos, papers, studies, 
training resources, SOS information  
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Thank You 

Questions? 
 

Mary Donaldson 

mary.donaldson@nist.gov 

301-975-6197 
 

http://www.standards.gov 
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