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A U.S. Congressional Mandate

Under 19 U.S. Code, the U.S. Department of Commerce is
assigned responsibility for operating:

« U.S. national “technical offices” to support the World Trade
Organization’s Agreement on Technical Barriers to
Trade (WTO TBT)

« U.S. national Federal standards information center

e All are incorporated into one office — National Center for
Standards and Certification Information (NCSCI)
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Under 19 U.S. Code,  the Department of Commerce is assigned responsibility for

Establishing and operating a U.S. national Federal standards information center
Establishing and operating the U.S. national technical offices in support of the World Trade Organization Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (WTO TBT) and other Free Trade Agreements
Those technical offices are known as the 
WTO TBT Inquiry Point
WTO TBT Notification Authority for the U.S.

The Department of Commerce delegated these roles to NIST.



WTO Member Obligations Under TBT

 Establish an Inquiry Point
* Provide full texts of proposed measures

* Accept and consider comments on notified
measures

* Encourage compliance with the Code of Good
Practice

 Provide technical assistance to other Member
countries

 Establish a Notification Authority
* Notify the development of new technical regulations
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Establish a Notification Authority that is in charge of notification of technical regulations, standards, and conformity assessment procedures
Notify, on an ongoing basis, the development of new technical regulations
Notify the standards development program biannually 

Notification Authority 
--Responsible for notification of U.S. central and sub-central govts technical regulations, standards, and conformity assessment procedures
--Must “Notify” U.S. proposed regulations to trade partners via WTO CRN
--Provide full texts of U.S. proposed regulations to trade partners
--Receive and process trade partners’ comments on U.S. proposed regulations
--Receive and process U.S. comments on trade partners’ proposed regulations
U.S. trade stakeholders and our Federal colleagues
-- are immediately informed about changing or proposed regulations in global markets 
--have the opportunity to comment on and potentially influence changing or proposed regulations and have those comments reviewed by the Office of the USTR (which may negotiate on your behalf) 
--Receive assistance and save time
Improve outreach and collaboration with US industry
Provide an “early warning system” to US exporters on standards and technical regulations in use in WTO Member markets



Roles and Responsibilities Clarified

WTO Obligation

Technical Barriers to Trade
(TBT) Agreement

Sanitary and
Phytosanitary (SPS)
Agreement

USG Responsible
Organization

DOC, NIST, National Center
for Standards and

Certification Information
(NCSCI)

USDA, Foreign Agricultural
Service, Food Safety and
Technical Services Division

Scope

US Inquiry Point and
Notification Authority

» for non-agricultural
products

» for agricultural products
when their labeling, marking,
or packaging is regulated

US Inquiry Point and
Notification Authority

~ for agricultural products
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TBT Agreement requires members to notify to the WTO when their central government (US – Federal) and sub-central government (US – State) propose new or changing technical regulations for manufactured products and their packaging as well as for the packaging, labeling, marking, and grading for agricultural products. 
Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade Available at: http://wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/17-tbt.pdf 
“All products, including industrial and agricultural products, shall be subject to the provisions of this Agreement, but the provisions of this Agreement do not apply to sanitary and phytosanitary measures as defined in Annex A of the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.”
See Article 10 of TBT Agreement: Information about Technical Regulations, Standards and Conformity Assessment Procedures
SPS is parallel to TBT agreement, for raw / unprocessed agricultural products.
For more information, see The WTO Agreements Series Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures: http://wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/agrmntseries4_sps_e.pdf 
On page 9 of the PDF, an overview of the SPS Agreement is provided:
“All countries maintain measures to ensure that food is safe for consumers, and to prevent the spread of pests or diseases among animals and plants. These sanitary and phytosanitary measures can take many forms, such as requiring products to come from a disease-free area, inspection of products, specific treatment or processing of products, setting allowable maximum levels of pesticide residues or limiting the permitted use of additives in food. Sanitary (human and animal health) and phytosanitary (plant health) measures apply to domestically produced food or local animal and plant diseases, as well as to products coming from other countries.”
The SPS Agreement permits governments to maintain appropriate sanitary and phytosanitary protection. At the same time, it reduces the possibility that decisions are arbitrary and encourages consistent decisionmaking. Sanitary and phytosanitary measures must be applied for no other purpose than to ensure that food is safe and that animals and plants are healthy, or to protect a country’s territory from pests.
“Governments are required to notify each other, through the WTO Secretariat, of any new or changed sanitary and phytosanitary requirements which affect trade. Each WTO member must also set up ofﬁces (called “Enquiry Points”) to respond to requests for more information on new or existing SPS measures, including how they justify their requirements and how they apply their food safety and animal and plant health regulations.”
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10 most frequently viewed notifications in 2012 to date:


Notify?s

Benefits:

Read or request full texts

 Learn deadlines for dates to comment

¢ Submit comments regarding technical regulations
 Reqguest extensions on comment deadlines

e Access WTO TBT-related information
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Active NUS Customers 	2,823 (as of 6-12-12)
Active NUS Organizations 	3,210

--Government Sector is the most frequent user of NUS (to-date in 2012), 2011, 2008;  #2 in 2010 and 2009 (Electrical equipment and components manufac was the most frequent in 09,10)
--Top 5 countries selected in NUS in order of most customers selected: USA, Mexico, Canada, Japan, and China
-- Most frequently requested countries in 2012:
India 	29 (PS) 	0 (govt) 	31 (total views)
Kenya 	21 	6  	28
Korea	19 	1 	20
Dom Repub 	1 	17 	19
Ukraine 	12 	2  	15
Egypt 	11 	4 	15 

Comments: Comment activity on Mex 206 (drinking water systems), MEX 214 (Energy consumption of equipment and appliances), COL 121 (Alcohol, alcoholic beverages )



Types of Questions

® Is a product regulated in a specific country?

® What are the mandatory regulatory requirements for
a specific product?

® What technical standards must a product meet in
order to be sold in another country or region?

® Are there conformity assessment requirements
(testing, inspection, certification, etc.)?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Provide free, expert, and customized answers to standards and regulatory questions about U.S. / global technical regulations & conformity assessment related information to U.S. customers and other WTO member countries. 
Office Staffed by 2 technical information specialists  and 1.5 information assistants

Our partners and our customers:
--Other U.S. Federal Agencies 
-- U.S. Industry
-- U.S. Trade Associations
--U.S. and Overseas Standards-Developing Organizations
--Overseas National Metrology and Standards Institutes
--Worldwide contacts for standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment related information.

We receive about 2,500 requests per year:
U.S. Business= 56%
Gov’t: 20%
US Public: 20%
International: 4%







Customer Example: U.S. Exporter of
Quail Farm Equipment from Georgia

Image courtesy of flickr, Patrick Rea

Our customer requires a “Conformity Certificate of
Goods” before we can ship his purchased quail
farming equipment to him in Saudi Arabia. How do we

get that certificate?
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Export.gov – U.S. Government Export Portal (Saudi Arabia)

U.S. Commercial Service in Saudi Arabia http://export.gov/saudiarabia/
 
Local USEAC in Savannah, Georgia http://export.gov/usoffices/index.asp
 


http://www.flickr.com/photos/74872104@N00/6928431363/sizes/m/in/photostream/

Services For You

* Professional Research Assistance on Standards,
Regulations, and Conformity Assessment for Your
Regulatory Measures

* International Information on Standards, Regulations,
and Conformity Assessment in Foreign Regulatory
Measures

 Advice on Comments Preparation; Circulation of
Comments to Other USG Agencies and Other WTO
Member Inquiry Points




Questions, Comments, Further Information:

Email: ncsci@nist.qov, notifyus@nist.qgov

Telephone: 301-975-4040

www.nist.qov/ncsci

www.nist.qgov/notifyus

http://gsi.nist.gov
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