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Did you know…
80% of global 
merchandise trade
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NIST: Did you know…
58,000 different types 
of U.S. Army 
equipment 

US Army
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NIST: Did you know…
$300 BILLION spent 
on measurements

Schneck
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NIST: Did you know…
$300 BILLION spent 
on measurements
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NIST

• Established by Congress in 
1901 as the National 
Bureau of Standards

• Became the National 
Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) in 1988

• NIST is a non-regulatory 
federal agency within the 
U.S. Department of 
Commerce
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National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration

International 
Trade 

Administration

National Institute of 
Standards & 
Technology

Economics and 
Statistics 

Administration

Other  
Agencies….

NIST is in the Department of Commerce

(National Weather 
Service)

• Census Bureau
• National 

Telecommunications 
and Information 
Administration

• Bureau of Economic 
Analysis

Patent and 
Trademark Office

Willie May
Acting NIST Director, 

Acting Under Secretary of Commerce for Standards and Technology
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NIST: Basic Statistics and Facts
• Two locations: Gaithersburg, 

Maryland (headquarters) and 
Boulder, Colorado

• ~ 3,000 employees

• ~ 2,700 associates 

• ~ 1,300 manufacturing 
specialists/staff

• NIST's FY15 resources totaled 
$864 million

• External collaborative institutes: 
basic physics, biotech, 
quantum, marine science, 
cybersecurity, and others
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NIST Priority Areas

Advanced Manufacturing

IT and Cybersecurity

Healthcare

Forensic Science

Disaster Resilience

Cyberphysical Systems

Advanced                        
Communications
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Standards solutions for national priorities

1000+ 
standards-
related 
activities

Smart grid

Forensic science

Computer security

Health IT
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NIST Partnerships

Universities

Nonprofits

Industry

Government
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http://www.wisc.edu/
http://www.wisc.edu/
http://www.upenn.edu/webguide/style_guide/logo/protected/penn_fulllogo.eps.zip
http://www.upenn.edu/webguide/style_guide/logo/protected/penn_fulllogo.eps.zip
http://www.ada.org/index.asp
http://www.ada.org/index.asp
http://we.home.agilent.com/USeng/home.html
http://we.home.agilent.com/USeng/home.html
http://www.motorola.com/seamless_mobility/default.htm
http://www.motorola.com/seamless_mobility/default.htm
http://www.intel.com/index.htm?iid=HPAGE+header_intellogo&
http://www.intel.com/index.htm?iid=HPAGE+header_intellogo&
http://www.ibm.com/us/
http://www.ibm.com/us/
http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/index.jsp
http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/index.jsp
http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.epa.gov/
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Standards Coordination Office (SCO)

SCO provides standards and conformity 
assessment expertise and services in 
support of government and industry

Coordination Guidance Information 
Services



SCO Tools and Services

• WTO Technical Barriers to Trade Inquiry Point

• Standards Information Center

• Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRAs) designation 

• Standards and conformity assessment program development for 
federal agencies

• Standards curriculum development grants 

• Laboratory accreditation

• Standards training program
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NIST Illustrated Video
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2j9BGVKbzS4


Thank You

Overview of NIST and the 
Standards Coordination Office

Erik Puskar

puskar@nist.gov

301-975-8619
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