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What is CATRTA 

Canada-Americas Trade-Related Technical Assistance 
Program (CATRTA) : 

– $17 million responsive program 
– Over 5 years 
– Canadian funding available for focus countries/regions in 

Latin America and Caribbean  
– negotiated or are negotiating free trade agreements (FTAs) 

with Canada 
 

– Countries of focus: Peru, Colombia, Honduras, and the countries 
of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
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Expected Results 
Ultimate outcome 
• Increased benefits to populations, including vulnerable groups, of 

LAC countries of focus from FTAs with Canada 
 
Intermediate outcomes 
• Increased participation of partner country private sector 

organizations in trade with Canada 
• Improved partner gov’t regulations & practices related to FTA 

implementation, including environment & labour side agreements 
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CATRTA Programming 
Two main programming mechanisms 

1. Thematic 
– addresses FTA implementation needs in six areas: trade 

facilitation, trade promotion, Sanitary & 
Phytosanitary(SPS), technical barriers to trade (TBT), 
Environment and Labour 

2. Responsive 
– Addresses needs emerging from the FTA negotiation 

processes underway 
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CATRTA Themes 

Theme  Government Entity/Organization 

Environment Environment Canada (EC)  

Labour Human Resources and Skills Development 
Canada (HRSDC) 

Technical Barriers to Trade 
(TBT) 

The Standards Council of Canada(SCC)  

Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
(SPS) 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA) 

Trade Facilitation (TF) Canadian Border Services Agency (CBSA) 

Trade Promotion (TP)  The Conference Board of Canada (CBoC) 
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Role of SCC 

• 2010: SCC developed TBT sub-project Roadmap based on CoBC 
request that SCC lead theme 

• To provide assistance to Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) 
countries in supporting their government and industry priorities  

• Following mandate, to further “international cooperation in the field 
of standards” (as per SCC Act) 

• Aligns to/ supports foreign policy objectives of the Government of 
Canada  
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Role of TBT in FTAs 
• International standards and conformity assessment are key component of 

all bilateral FTAs 
 

• TBT obligations in Canada-CATRTA countries FTAs follow and/or exceed 
the requirements of the WTO-TBT Agreement 

 
• CATRTA TBT subprojects  will help LAC countries meet their TBT 

obligations  
– by improving and strengthening their institutional  infrastructures 

(standardization) 
– By strengthening their adherence to Good Regulatory Practice 

(GRP) and facilitating their compliance with the transparency 
obligations contained in TBT  chapters of their FTAs with Canada 
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CATRTA TBT Current Sub-projects 
• TBT01-2011: Workshop on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) 

(SCC), Barbados 
• TBT02 -2011: Strengthening the Metrological Capabilities in the 

Region (NRC) 
• TBT03-2012: RIAS 
• TBT04-2012: Strengthening National Standard Body in Colombia 
• TBT05-2012: Strengthening National Standards Body in Peru 
• TBT06-2012: Strengthening Enquiry Points 

 
In the pipeline: Increasing international participation in standardization 
– COPANT 2013 
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2011 Barbados workshop 
• 3 days, First TBT subproject  

– attended by over 70 participants  
– from Honduras, Peru, Colombia, CARICOM and Canada 

 
• Identified key areas for improvement in national / regional standardization 

infrastructures, including the areas of: 
– Standards 
– Conformity Assessment 
– WTO/TBT obligations 
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2012 Rio de Janeiro CATRTA Workshop 

• To provide technical assistance on the operation of National 
Notification Authorities and Enquiry Points 
 

• To strengthen Enquiry Points of countries in the Americas 
 

• Opportunity for CATRTA countries to their relations in the 
hemisphere 
 

• Participation in the First WTO/TBT Enquiry Points of the Americas 
Meeting  
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2012 Rio de Janeiro CATRTA Workshop  

• OUTCOMES 
 

– Strong networking 
 

– Action plan for next steps and future activities   
 

– Real institutional change 
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2012 Rio de Janeiro CATRTA Workshop  
• ACTION PLAN 

– Identify areas of opportunity / challenges / gaps 
– What actions or What changes 

nationally/regionally are needed (result oriented) 
– Who will carry out these actions / changes 
– By When they will take place, and for how long 
– What Resources (i.e. money, staff) are necessary 

to carry out these changes 
– Communications: who should know what? 
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Thank you. 
www.scc.ca 
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